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Welcome to the 2018-2019 School Year!  This year is especially exciting for us 

due to the new look to our building--both inside and out!   
 

At Kennedy, we value partnerships with our families and community.  We strive to main-
tain a positive school climate so that all students have the best educational experience 
possible and that families know they are welcomed and valued.  Please consider volun-
teering in your child’s classroom or as a school-wide helper! 
 

When dropping your child off at school in the mornings, please use the parent loop in the 
back (southwest) of the building.  Students will enter through the south doors and have 
breakfast before school begins.  For the safety of all, we cannot have students dropped off 
in the southeast parking lot (buses only) or on 7th Street.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

End of the day dismissal works as follows: 
Parent Pick Up: 
Kindergarten and 1st grade parents should use the loop at the southwest end of the build-
ing.  Teachers will wait there to help your child to the car.  If there are older siblings, they 
will be brought to the same area for pick up. 
All other students are to be picked up at the northwest end of the building. 
Walkers: 
Students that walk home will be brought to one of two exits: the northwest door, or the 
southeast door.  Siblings will meet at one of those areas to walk home together.  We do 
not have families congregate in the front of the building as it becomes very congested and 
thus a safety concern. 
Bus: 
All students that ride bus will be walked to the bus loading area by staff. 
 
If you need to pick your child up early, please come in the front doors with your ID to 
check them out.  We are unable to call students down after 3:00 PM, so please plan ac-
cordingly. 
 

We invite you to visit Kennedy to experience our wonderful school community.  If we can 
help you or answer any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 320-214-6688. 
 

We offer a sincere welcome to each and every one of you! 
Kennedy staff and students reach for the STARS! 
 

Kristin Dresler, Principal 
Patrick Beierman, Assistant Principal 
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Eureka Math 

We’re introducing a new mathematics curriculum, called Eureka 
Math.  The Eureka Math curriculum was created by Great Minds®, a 
nonprofit that brought together teachers and experts to craft a pro-
gram based on the world’s most successful math programs.  Eureka 
was built around the core principle that students need to know more 
than just what works when solving a problem—they need to under-
stand why it works.  The curriculum goes beyond facts and formulas, 
teaching students to think about math conceptually. This helps stu-
dents become not merely literate, but fluent in mathemat-
ics.  Eureka has received high ratings from educators and reviewers 
nationwide.  

Look for more information as we launch the year!   

Jennifer, Mr. Hultgren and I are looking forward to greeting your students as 
the new school year begins at Kennedy Elementary.   
 
I wanted to let you know a little about our schedule this year.  Students will 
be coming to Media and Technology for information literacy classes and to 
check out during their media or tech time.  One day they will check out and on 
the other day they will have an information literacy lesson in Media or Tech-
nology. 
 
Please encourage your children to share what they are 
reading and learning in their Media/Technology classes. 
 
Thank you for sharing your students with us! 
 
 Mrs. Smith, Mr. Hultgren and Jennifer. 



Greetings From Our School Nurses... 

Hello Parents,                                                                                                                          

We have a new policy in the health office this year.  We will no longer be providing extra 

clothing to lend to children in the event of a toileting accident, wet/mud accidents on the 

playground, spilled lunch on clothing, etc.  We ask that all students have an extra set of 

clothing in their backpack at all times!  In the event that the student does not have extra 

clothing and needs them, parents will be notified during the school day to bring extra 

clothing.  Please contact Nurse Lisa or Nurse Tracy in the health office if you have ques-

tions or concerns.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Also, vision and hearing screening will take place at Kennedy on Thursday, September 27th ,  

and Wednesday, October 10th (rescreen day).  All students in Grades K, 1, 3, and 5 will be 

screened as well as new students and students in Grades 2 or 4 whose parent or teacher 

requests they be screened.  Please have your student wear their glasses (or contacts) 

those days, as we cannot screen them accurately without them.  If you do NOT want your 

child to participate in vision and hearing screening, please notify the school health office.  

If you would be willing to be a parent volunteer for hearing and vision screening days, 

please let us know that too!  

Thank you and we look forward to a happy, 

healthy new school year!  

Lisa Kompelien, LPN    214-6682/

kompelienl@willmar.k12.mn.us 

Tracy Knudsen, RN/Licensed School Nurse   905-

5575/knudsent@willmar.k12.mn.us 

 

 


